THE SACRED CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION
LAY CATHOLICS IN SCHOOLS: WITNESSES TO FAITH



Do we as Catholic educators see ourselves as having a vocation that was commissioned by Christ?  Are we where we are because we have answered a specific call from God?

Whether or not I am a theology teacher, do I recognize the call to be a holy person, and [despite the fact that I take part in a sinful & imperfect humanity], how can my personal striving for holiness have an influence on how I minister as an educator [or staff member]?

Beyond the performance of my expected duties, (i.e. impart mathematical knowledge), how can/do I, as a Catholic educator, minister in such a way as to respond to the challenges mentioned above?
Are there any tendencies in our current cultural environment that put more emphasis on “preparing them for cultural life” than the other aspects mentioned in the same paragraph?  If so, how can we respond?


To what extent, in my own position, can I confront the problems of the world with my students, in an effort to form them to contribute to the solution of such problems?

To what extent have you considered yourself part of the overall Mission of the Church in what you do?  
To what extent do you feel the Church as a whole has supported you in your mission?

Do I ever try to impose what I think is important to students rather than invite them to contemplate or consider what I as a professional educator in a Catholic school is important?
Do I pray for the safety and well-being of my faculty and students?

Does our culture present Christianity in such a way that it appears to be separated from the struggles of everyday life, so that young people may see Christianity as out-of-touch or an impossible ideal to live up to?

What ways do we, as faculty and staff at Saint Thomas, model Gospel Living in a) the ways in which we do our jobs and b) the ways in which we live our lives?


What have I learned from a student, students, or the students, either here at Saint Thomas, or where I have worked in the past?
Have I ever experienced being personally evangelized by a student or students?


What aspects of the culture of Houston in 2008 contradict Christian teaching and values?

Which aspects of the same culture support Christian teaching and values?

Every Christian, and therefore also every lay person, has been made a sharer in " the priestly, prophetic, and kingly functions of Christ ",(6) and their apostolate " is a participation in the saving mission of the Church itself ... All are commissioned to that apostolate by the Lord Himself ".(Lumen Gentium, 7)





…being led by the spirit of the Gospel [Lay ministers] can work for the sanctification of the world from within, in the manner of leaven.  (Ibid)





the school must be concerned with constant and careful attention to cultivating in students the intellectual, creative, and aesthetic faculties of the human person; to develop in them the ability to make correct use of their judgment, will, and affectivity; to promote in them a sense of values; to encourage just attitudes and prudent behavior; to introduce them to the cultural patrimony handed down from previous generations; to prepare them for professional life, and to encourage the friendly interchange among students of diverse cultures and backgrounds that will lead to mutual understanding.(16) For all of these reasons, the school enters into the specific mission of the Church. 





Today's world has tremendous problems: hunger, illiteracy and human exploitation; sharp contrasts in the standard of living of individuals and of countries; aggression and violence, a growing drug problem, legalization of abortion, along with many other examples of the degradation of human life. All of this demands that Catholic educators develop in themselves, and cultivate in their students, a keen social awareness and a profound sense of civic and political responsibility. The Catholic educator, in other words, must be committed to the task of forming men and women who will make the "civilization of love "a reality. 





[To you as a ] lay person, as a member of this community, the family and the Church entrust the school's educational endeavor. Lay teachers must be profoundly convinced that they share in the sanctifying, and therefore educational mission of the Church; they cannot regard themselves as cut off from the ecclesial complex.





New horizons will be opened to students through the responses that Christian revelation brings to questions about the ultimate meaning of the human person, of human life, of history, and of the world. These must be offered to the students as responses which flow out of the profound faith of the educator, but at the same time with the greatest sensitive respect for the conscience of each student. Students will surely have many different levels of faith response; the Christian vision of existence must be presented in such a way that it meets all of these levels… whatever the situation, the presentation must always be in the nature of a gift: though offered insistently and urgently, it cannot be imposed….On the other hand, the gift cannot be offered coldly and abstractly





Students should see in their teachers the Christian attitude and behavior that is often so conspicuously absent from the secular atmosphere in which they live. Without this witness, living in such an atmosphere, they may begin to regard Christian behavior as an impossible ideal.





Direct and personal contact between teachers and students becomes especially significant: it is a privileged opportunity for giving witness. A personal relationship is always a dialogue rather than a monologue, and the teacher must be convinced that the enrichment in the relationship is mutual.  





It must never be forgotten, during the days of formation, that the role of a teacher is to present the class materials in such a way that students can easily discover a dialogue between faith and culture, and gradually be led to a personal synthesis of these.









